
Excellence 
in Ecotourism

June 2013. 

In February, the Arajuno Foundation do-
nated money for the purchase of materials 

to construct a new school in the indigenous 
community of Mirador on the Rio Araju-
no. The new Mirador school construction 
was completed in March. The inauguration 
of the new Mirador school took place on 
April 27th.

Dear Friends and supporters of 

    Arajuno Jungle Lodge and the Arajuno Foundation:

The Arajuno Foundation, in conjunction with the Ara-
juno Jungle Lodge, continues to promote medicinal 

plants. A new medicinal-plants garden was installed with 
the help of a group of volunteers in the indigenous com-
munity of Campo Cocha.

The next medicinal-plants garden will be 
developed in the indigenous community 

of Mirador.



During the past year, we have planted ap-
proximately 150 more giant bamboo 

trees along the Rio Arajuno in the indigenous 
communities of Campo Cocha and Mirador. 
Bamboo helps prevent erosion of river banks, 
which are critical to the preservation of sand 
beaches for future Yellow Spotted Turtle nest-
ing grounds. Additionally, bamboo can serve 
as an important food source for indigenous 
communities as well as material for construc-
tion, firewood for firing ceramics and cooking 
and habitat for the Amazon Bamboo rat.

Funding from the Arajuno Foundation made it 
possible to expand and improve the nesting sites 

in the lagoon and turtle-breeding pond at 
Arajuno Jungle Lodge for the Yellow 
Spotted Turtles. The first hatch 
of turtles is anticipated some-
time within the next 12 to 18 
months. Stay tuned.

The Arajuno Foundation pro-
vided partial funding for near-

completion of a new Conference/
Research Center at the Arajuno 
Jungle Lodge, overlooking the 
various turtle-breeding pond, fish 
ponds, and lagoon (home to ap-
proximately 500 Yellow Spot-
ted Turtles). The Conference/
Research Center is 90% finished 
and awaits additional funding for 
completion.



All donations for ongoing Arajuno Foundation projects are greatly appreciated. 
Unlike many non-profit foundations, 100% of your donation goes directly to 

funding of projects. Any administrative expenses are paid for by the Arajuno Foun-
dation founders/board members.

For the Future!

Tom Larson Owner/Operator-Arajuno Jungle Lodge/Field Director- Arajuno 
Foundation

John Van Gundy President- Arajuno Foudation

A follow-up Ceramics Workshop, funded 
by the Arajuno Foundation, was also 

conducted at the Arajuno Jungle Lodge in 
January. This workshop used the newly in-
stalled kiln to introduce a new firing meth-
od that improves the quality and hardness 
of ceramics and reduces the amount of fir-
ing time. Joe Molinaro, professor of Art & 
Ceramics at Eastern Kentucky University, 
organized the design, installation, and ini-
tial firing of the new kiln.


